
Oregonians depend on clean water for drinking, agriculture, industry and recreaƟon. Stormwater runoff, the porƟon 

of rainfall that flows over the land, carries a variety of pollutants from roofs, sidewalks, driveways, roads, and land‐

scapes to downstream waterways. Without managing stormwater runoff, pollutants from land surfaces in our com‐

muniƟes will conƟnue to pollute our waterways. 

 

The City of Veneta has adopted the Portland Stormwater Management Design Manual that requires stormwater de‐

tenƟon and treatment faciliƟes be provided for all new and redevelopment  projects that create 1,000 square feet 

more of impervious surface.  The approach to stormwater management emphasizes the use of vegetated faciliƟes to 

treat and infiltrate stormwater on the property where the stormwater runoff is created. InfiltraƟng stormwater on‐

site with vegetaƟon is a strategy that provides a number of benefits, including but not limited to polluƟon reducƟon, 

volume and peak flow reducƟon, and groundwater recharge. These benefits play a criƟcal role in protecƟng storm‐

water infrastructure and improving watershed health. 

There are a variety of stormwater design approaches to address runoff. Below are examples of the most commonly 
built faciliƟes for residenƟal and commercial sites. 
 

What is a Rain Garden? 

A rain garden is a landscaped area that collects, absorbs, and filters 

stormwater runoff from roof tops, driveways, paƟos, and other 

hard surfaces that don’t allow water to soak in. Rain gardens are 

sized to accommodate temporary ponding aŌer it rains and are not 

meant to be permanent ponds. Simply put, rain gardens are shal‐

low depressions that:  

 Can be shaped and sized to fit your yard/site.  

 Are constructed with soil mixes that allow water to soak in 

rapidly, treat runoff, and support plant growth.  

 Can be landscaped with a variety of plants to fit surroundings.  

Contact Veneta Community Development Dept. for detailed information about stormwater requirements at 541-935-2191 

Stormwater Treatment 

Residen al example 

Commercial example Residen al example 
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