
Minutes of the Veneta City Council 
September 22, 2014 

Excerpts from Public Comments 

During the September 22"d City Council meeting ten individuals expressed their concern 
regarding specific public safety incidents or perceptions that they had about criminal activities 
within the City of Veneta. Two of the individuals were non-City residents. The following issues 
were identified: 

1) Budget additional funds for expanded patrols and greater presence (2 comments) 
2) Concern that citizen are trying to self-police their neighborhoods (2 comments) 
3) Concern with lack of response (5 comments) 
4) Specific incident and lack of follow through (1 comment) 
5) Patrol vehicles should be more clearly marked for better presence (1 comment) 
6) Need to create greater presence from deputies/criminals are not being deterred (4 comments) 
7) Drug use in the parks. Deputies need a stronger presence (1 comment) 
8) Residents with concealed hand gun permits are interacting with criminals (1 comment) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Glen Smith II, 87950 Applegate Ct., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Smith asked about providing funding to increase police patrols. He said his work keeps him out of 
his home and he felt additional patrols and more of a police presence in the City would help deter 
criminals. 

Ed Litten, 87410 Territorial Rd., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Litten wanted to address the Council and say that public safety is a huge issue to citizens of Veneta. 
He said his neighborhood is forming safety watches and he's concerned about citizens trying to police 
neighborhoods in the absence of deputies. He said kids are out at night and he said it's dangerous for 
residents to try to apprehend thieves because someone will eventually get hurt. He said this is an 
emergency and we need to make public safety a priority and it can't wait until the next budget, it needs 
to happen now. 

Mike Litten, 87769 Oaks Orchard Rd., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Litten said he lives in Phase II of Hayden Homes. He said he works out of town and is gone 12 to 
14 hours a day. His neighborhood is full of young families and because the crime in his area has gotten 
ridiculous, he and his neighbors formed a neighborhood watch program. He said he talked to a deputy 
about what they can and can't do legally because he and his neighbors have been put in situations that 
they would rather not be in. He said in his opinion, it's the responsibility of law enforcement but because 
they are not available, crime continues to happen in his neighborhood and it's not getting any better. 

isaac Trimble, 25182 E. Broadway Ave., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Trimble said he agreed with what everyone is here to say. He said he has had multiple crimes 
committed on himself in the last couple of months, vandalism, etc. He said he leaves a voice mail 
message on the Lane County Sheriff's Office (LCSO) dispatch line because no one will answer the 
phone. He said he understand it's a small community and funds are short. He said if and when 
someone is arrested for committing a crime, it takes the deputies off the streets to transport the person. 
He's said there needs to be an answer because he doesn't want to endanger himself or his family while 
he's trying to protect his family. He said he felt if it's not life or death situation LCSO won't respond. 
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Amy Huff, 87790 Territorial Rd., Veneta, OR 
Ms. Huff said she had an incident four to six months ago when she found a man in her backyard. She 
said when the deputies arrived they talked to and found methamphetamine on him. She said they took 
him to his home because they didn't want to take the time to take him to jail. She said it concerned her 
because what would have happened if there wasn't a deputy on duty when she called. She asked how 
she would have protected her daughter. She said the man has been cited several times with multiple 
charges. She said she has since moved because her daughter was too afraid to sleep in her room. 

DeVonne Bowman, 24938 Hunter Rd., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Bowman said the lack of coverage is ridiculous. He said he knows it's difficult to provide the 
coverage but maybe we should have more protective services and law enforcement to make sure things 
are safe and not just in Veneta. He said when it's a high dollar patrol like the Country Fair or 
Rhododendron Festival there's plenty of police coverage. 

Zachary Tillotson, 24788 Sertic Rd., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Tillotson said he doesn't know how many patrols there are but the deputies are not seen in 
unmarked cars. He said the number one crime deterrent is seeing law enforcement. He said the 
criminals don't see the cops in unmarked cars. He said we need our law enforcement to be out in the 
open with marked patrol cars to make a showing that they're here. He said we don't need more cops in 
unmarked cars and writing speeding or DUI citations. He said he's lived here two years and his taxes 
are twice the amount he paid in another city in Lane County. He said Creswell deputies have a 
presence all the time. He asked why deputies are driving such expensive vehicles. He said they don't 
need $100,000 Ford Raptor to catch criminals. He said if we bring more money in we need to make 
sure we budget it to the right cause. 

Stacy Thompson 24938 Hunter Rd., Veneta, OR 
Ms. Thompson said two weeks ago, her sister-in-law and brother caught someone breaking into a car. 
She said they called the sheriff but dispatch said a deputy wasn't available to respond so they had to let 
the perpetrator go. She said they didn't know who the woman was and that's really scary because the 
criminals know they're going to get away with it. She said it's not right and it's not fair. She said 
residents' hands are tied and she hopes we can fix this. 

Ben Bennett, 24924 McCutcheon St., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Bennett said he has concerns about the obvious drug use around town. He asked who do we call or 
get in touch with to make sure we get a deputy to respond to make the arrests if necessary. He said he 
turns some addresses in to LCSO for drug use but he never hears anything back. He said when he 
lived on Cheney he was concerned about the safety of his own property. He also has a concern about 
the speed people travel on McCutcheon. He said it's a 25 M.P.H. zone and people travel45 M.P.H. day 
and night. He said there's kids, elderly pedestrians, cars backing out of driveways, and a lot of kids on 
bikes. He said he hollers at them to slow down but it's a constant ongoing problem. He said people 
also roll to a stop at the stop sign. He said we need more patrols or just park patrol cars around town to 
show a presence. He said there are other options instead of paying more for LCSO patrols in our City. 

Angela Tripp, 25223 Tyro St., Veneta, OR 
Ms. Tripp said she's lucky that she lives in a newer neighborhood. She said her neighbors have put 
together their own neighborhood watch program and they keep in close contact with one another. She 
said she will call a neighbor if she sees an unfamiliar car parked in front of their house. She said it's sad 
that it's come down to that. She said she has lived in Veneta since she was two years old and when she 
was a child she walked to the store. She said Veneta used to be a safe town and a good town to live in 
but it's starting to get a bad rap. She said the thieves and druggies, come out here because there's no 
police presence. She said they know they won't be harassed out here and they don't have to worry 



about it. Half the time there's not a deputy on duty and when there is, it takes so long to respond to a 
call, the criminals get away. She said the thieves know there isn't 24 hour patrols. The cars are getting 
hit and broken into. She said deputies know the criminals are here but there is no police presence. 

Glenn Smith II, 87950 Applegate Ct., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Smith said he is one of a very few adults that use the Skate Park. He said kids are doing drugs but 
he can't afford to confront some stoned kids. He said if law enforcement had more of a presence, we 
wouldn't feel so bad about where we live. He asked the Council to please consider what everyone has 
said tonight. 

Mike Litten, 87769 Oaks Orchard Rd., Veneta, OR 
Mr. Litten said 40 residents attended a neighborhood watch meeting that he hosted at his home. He 
wanted to bring to the Councils' attention a concern about residents with concealed weapon permits. He 
said he doesn't want things to escalate to the point that a resident with a concealed weapon permit has 
an interaction with a criminal. And he hopes it doesn't take an incident like that to get an extra patrol for 
Veneta. He said we need to be proactive. 
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EXHIBIT "A"- LANE COUNTY CONTRACT #51197 

FY 2014-2015 

CITY OF VENETA- LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES RATES 

4.00 Deputies 2080 Hrs $75.70 Per Hr $629,824 

0.33 Sergeant 2080 Hrs $84.84 Per Hr $58,234 

TOTAL REGULAR HOURS: $688,058 
OVERTIME: 

Deputy hours at $98.87/ hour 

Sergeant hours at $112.39/ hour 

Records support 
Dispatch 

TOTAL OVERTIME:' $25,000 
----=-'-'-=-''----

Per Deputy FTE 

$7,774.00 
$15,538.00 

4 
4 

TOTAL SUPPORT: 

TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT: 

Total 

$31,096 
$62,152 

$93,248 

$806,306 
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2014 City of Veneta Council Goals 
Issues Submitted by more than One Council Member 

 1st Priority – Public Safety 5th Priority – Civic Awareness 

2nd Priority – Sidewalks, Bikes/Pedestrian Paths 6th Priority – Public Relations & Communication 
3rd Priority – Street Repair & Improvements 7th Priority – Sewer Infrastructure, LID 
4th Priority – Economic Development 8th Priority – HWY 126 

Continued improvement 
(lower cost, increased 

patrol) of public safety 

contract with Lane County 

Sheriff. -high 

Public Safety, Community 
Policing, skate park, 

reflected in contract or 

hire our own officer. -high 

 Law Enforcement 
Expansion, increase police 

patrols, community 

outreach to youth. -high 

public safety, code 
enforcement, illegally 

parked trailers. -high 

Identify strategies to 
encourage positive public 

behavior. -high 

Livability, bike/ped 
Master Plan, school routes. 

-high 

Perkins Road Sidewalks to 
be installed. -medium 

Sidewalks/alternative 
pathways for pedestrians 

along roads. -high 

Road improvements, 
sidewalks, bike/ped paths. - 

high 

Address issues of 
homelessness in the 

community. -high 

 

Sidewalk and roadway 
improvements throughout 

the city. -high 

Economic Development: 

Support of existing local 

businesses. -high 

Evaluation of prior/future 
use of small business 

loan/grant fund. -high 

Continued efforts to bring 
business to Broadway and 

downtown. -high 

Job creation within 
Veneta. -high 

Youth Civic Awareness 
and involvement, Local 

Govt. 101. -high 

Civics 101, educating 
youth, curriculum for 

schools. -medium 

 

Educate residents of city 
functions, roles and 

responsibilities. 

Opportunities to share 

with EHS. -high 

Community Awareness - 
public works department, 

P.W. Day in May. - 

medium 

 

Public Involvement: 
Implement systems for 

receiving public feedback 

and comments. -high 

Public Relations, 
Communications, City 

Logo/website. Regular 

opportunities for the 

public to engage with the 

Council. -medium 

Communication: make 
information more visible 

and accessible to residents. 

high 

 

Increase public 
participation in volunteer 

activities; open houses, 

meetings, etc. 

East Bolton LID. -medium  Sewer Infrastructure, LID, 
health/safety. -high 

Sewer infrastructure and 
efforts to allow infill 

development. -high 

Enhance and improve 
safety along Hwy. 126.

 

- medium 

 Traffic light at 126 and 
Huston, 126 and 

Ellmaker. -medium 
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Opportunity to Comment on 

Public Safety/Law Enforcement Budget 

&  

Community Policing Strategic Plan 
 

 
 
 
Public Safety/Law Enforcement Fund Budget  
 

City Council Public Comment Period 
The City Council normally meets the second and fourth Monday of each month.  At the beginning of each 
meeting the Council provides for an opportunity for Public Comment.  Residents are encouraged to utilize 
that time to bring forward items of significance.  
 
If residents feel strongly that additional City resources should be allocated for the purpose of hiring 
additional public safety personnel they should consistently utilize this opportunity to make that request. 
 

Budget Committee Public Comment Period 
The City’s Budget Committee begins its review and deliberation of the proposed 2015-16 fiscal year 
budget at its first meeting in April.  At that time, the Budget Committee will solicit comments regarding 
each of the fund categories, including the Law Enforcement Fund.  
 
Residents can provide written comments or verbal testimony during any Budget Committee meeting.  
The Budget Committee is tentatively scheduled to meet on May 5, 2015 and then again on May 19th. 
 
Veneta City Council Budget Adoption  
The final step in adopting the City’s budget is when the Council reviews the Budget Committee’s 
recommended budget.  The Council can make only minor changes to the recommended budget.  A 
Public Hearing will be held prior to adoption of the 2015-16 fiscal year budget.  During that Public 
Hearing residents are encouraged to provide comments either in support or in opposition of specific fund 
categories or the overall budget. 
 
The City’s Public Hearing to adopt the budget is tentatively scheduled for June 8, 2015.   
 
 
Community Policing Strategic Plan 
 
The Council for the last several years has made engagement of community policing activities a high 
priority.  As a tool to better understand what that looks like and to establish specific goals and objective 
City staff has been directed to develop a Community Policing Strategic Plan.  An outline of the Plan is 
being drafted for the Council’s review at its December meeting.  The final Plan is expected to be 
completed by the first meeting in March; in time to include any funding requests into the draft 2015-16 
fiscal year budget. 
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